THE MASTER AND THE NEW AGE
because our religion, is not based upon persons, but on
principles. . . . Religious knowledge became complete
when Tattvam asi was discovered, and that was in the
Vedas. What remained was the guidance of people from
time to time, according to different circumstances and
environments ; . . . and for this these great teachers
came, these great sages/' The Hindu Religion has retained
its tremendous power and influence at all times, because it
is anchored in the Vedas. So has the Jewish Religion,
because it has at its back the mighty support of the Old
Testament. But the Greek Religion, that had no scriptures
to guide it, has gone to pieces, and the Greeks themselves
died a natural death with their olive crop and their flock.
The Greek Religion had beauty, but that could not save it.
The doctrines of the Shastras, though maligned and
neglected, are not really conflicting with the empirical
evidence of the modern times. The time is ripe, when
a priori faith and rational faith should be reconciled,
otherwise the disease of over-reasoning would ravage the
mind, and the fragile equilibrium of human civilization
would not be maintained. When Science first set out in
its career of conquest, there was very naturally a revolu-
tionary and imperial rationalism. But if to-day 'the
profound moral and spiritual grounds of immortality' are
lost sight of by the people of the New Age, their ideal would
remain imperfect, and their vision of truth, one-sided.
The Master's discourse on the subject is so savoury,
because it is redolent of the spirit of the New Age, which
would swing perilously neither to extreme rationalism, nor
to blind and dogmatic faith, but would go forward to
organize the old and the new towards an ideal aim. So
long as Vijaykrishna remained with the young Brahmos
who, with their beautiful bragging, cast away the scriptures-
253

